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Attacking Homeless People 


An Epidemic of Violence 


If 27 people had been killed in the United States in 
one year for being African-American or for being 
Jewish or for being developmentally disabled, 
there would be a national uproar. 


In 2008, 27 people were killed in the United States for 
being homeless, according to the National Coalition 
for the Homeless (NCH). Where is the uproar? 


Homeless people all over North America are 
being set on fire, beaten, stabbed, shot, strangled, 
brutalized by police, harassed and raped. Many of 
these crimes go unreported, and the ones that do 
come to light might not necessarily be recorded as 
hate crimes. 


That means statistics for tracking the violence in 
order to find ways to address it are inadequate. 
Understanding this phenomenon begins with the 


By Margo Pierce 


source of the assaults and apathy surrounding them. 


“People are just being targeted because they 

are homeless. It’s a safe crime, it’s almost like 
vandalizing a street sign,” says John Joyce, co- 
executive director of the Rhode Island Homeless 
Advocacy Project (rihap.org). “The victim doesn’t 
come and tell the police about it. They’re ashamed 
of where they’re at in their life right now. 


“I can’t understand why, but it’s accepted that 
it’s OK to assault homeless individuals. It’s just 
bigotry at its best. People are being targeted 
because they’re homeless. You’re carrying your 
life on your back, in your backpack; and people 
see that and for some odd reason people want to 
assault people who are more vulnerable.” 


continued on page 3 ..... 
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just another rant 


— janinepandcroftplogspot.com 


Imagine climbing out of your warm bed every morning between 3 
and 4, rain or shine, summer or winter, and searching through other 


9 66 


peoples 


garbage” in hopes of finding improperly discarded bottles 


and cans. Imagine doing all that for no guaranteed wage, with no 
benefits. Imagine you can earn about $30 a day, if all goes well, 
but you’re forced to sleep outside because rent for a one bedroom 


apartment averages about $825/month. 


Now imagine that you are First Nations. Your ancestors lived in 
relative harmony with nature’s cycles for thousands of years. You’ ve 
inherited a reverence for the earth and a love for all her creatures, 

a profound respect for the powers of nature. You know that your 
ancestors never surrendered their lands, that many of them were 
denied the rights to speak their own language and were abused in 
residential schools. Out of necessity you’ve adapted to many of the 
“White Peoples’” ways, but your labour intensive job in forestry 
disappeared along with the mechanization of the industry and you 
can’t keep up with the increasing costs of rent and food, combined 
with a lack of decent employment opportunities. Plus, you’re not 


getting any younger. 


Meet Gary. Gary, from Gold River, and his wife Lorraine, Tsartlip, 
have been homeless for six years. Most nights they sleep on blankets 


under a tarp in the park, but occasionally they stay with their daughter, 


Tuffy, in a one bedroom apartment she shares with a friend. Tuffy 


can’t afford any luxuries, not even a telephone, and she often joins her 


parents on their -n rounds so the family can buy food to share. 
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Lorraine also likes to help with the binning work, but she has an 
injured knee and can’t walk too far. She’s relieved that the police 
haven’t stolen their belongings for a while, though they’ve done 

that twice in the past. “There are some really racist cops out there,” 
Lorraine tells me, as we chat outside the View St. bottle depot where 
they’ll exchange their morning’s labour for a pittance. Soon this 


family, and the other downtown binners, will be forced to walk further 


with their daily collection, as the downtown bottle depot is closing 


thanks to complaints from the neighbours (who perhaps didn’t realize 


that city life is often accompanied by sirens and other noise). 


I’m at the bottle depot this Sunday morning to attend a meeting 
organized by UVic’s Communities Based Research Laboratory 
(CBRL). In addition to Gary, Lorraine, and Tuffy, I spoke with Ron 


— a relative newcomer to Victoria’s street scene. Ron moved here for 


a construction job 16 months ago, but the economy collapsed before 


he had worked enough hours for unemployment insurance. He’s been 


homeless and binning for 14 months. 


A female binner, who prefers to remain anonymous, mentioned a 

noticeable increase in binners during the Olympics — five new faces 
on her ‘trapline’ - and estimates that about 2/3" of those have since 
moved somewhere else. Her main concern is the amount of textiles 


she finds inside garbage cans - tons, she said, that could be put to some 


use. She gives a percentage of her hard earned money to an animal 
rights group, and some to UNI 101 (the free University program 


offered to folks otherwise ineligible or unable to access post secondary 
education) because it feels good to contribute and reduce garbage that 
would otherwise end up in the landfill. 


I asked a First Nations man named Escalane (aka Wayne) what society 


could do to support binners. “More rental housing,” he said without 


hesitation. “If I was in some type of power ... 


this planet deserves a home.” 


I think every native on 


In 2007 UVic’s CBRL conducted participatory-based research 

and interviewed 156 binners, of which 63% were homeless. Their 
research is online at cbrl.uvic.ca, and they’d like to connect with 
binners interested in updating the map showing locations of food, 
bathroom, and other services throughout the city. Contact Jutta at 
juttag @uvic.ca or (250) 472-4537 for more information. 


Bottom of the Barrel: 
CRD’s Persecution of the Poor 
by Geneva Hagen 


In some parts of the world, binning has been 
incorporated into local recycling projects as an 
environmentally friendly way to earn a living, but 
the CRD here in Victoria has a different attitude. The 
blue recycle bins behind my building are usually 
filled with plastic bags in spite of the sticker on top 
saying “No Plastic Bags.” Yesterday I noticed a new 
sticker had been added: “No Scavenging.” 


No doubt this new sticker will prove even more 
ineffective at changing behaviour! There is no 
economic incentive to put plastic bags in the wrong 
container; that’s pure carelessness or laziness. But 
there is huge incentive for industrious binners to 
scavenge for recyclables: They need to eat! 


A look at the CRD website revealed that “Bylaw No. 
2290 states that no person, except the owner and the 
CRD recycling collection contractor, shall remove 
any recyclable materials from a recycling container... 
prior to its collection.” They have even put in a 
hotline so that people can report scavengers! These 
bylaws are supposedly meant to protect from identity 
theft people who can’t be bothered to shred their 
financial documents and other personal papers before 
discarding them. 


That anti-scavenging bylaw, which has been around 
for several years but may now be more strictly 
enforced, eliminates the last legal way for street 
people to make an honest living. Binners were 
already hit hard in the 1990s when bottle deposits 
were reduced to less than half of their former value, 
benefiting the people who can’t be bothered to recycle 
and harming those who rely on recyclables for part or 
all of their livelihood. 


I wonder to what extent Victoria’s “crime” statistics 
reflect the fact that harmless activities like binning, 
loitering, camping, and busking without a permit are 
counted as crimes. 


One possible solution would be for people to put 
usable food, clothing and recyclables in separate bags 
beside the blue boxes instead of in them. This itself 
probably violates some anti-littering ordinance, but 

it would at least make life safer for the binners. For 
all concerned, it would be a great business concept if 
someone could make and sell biodegradable garbage 
bags in different colours - or waterproof stickers 

for plain bags - identifying their contents as food, 
clothing, recyclables or hazardous waste! 


An even better solution would be to restore the 
bottle deposit fees to their early 1990s level, thereby 
doubling the income of a lot of binners. 


But the best solution of all would to end poverty 

by the most direct means possible, a Guaranteed 
Livable Income (GLI) - a solution recommended 

by thinkers as diverse as Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the 1970s Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women, Libertarian futurist Robert Anton Wilson, 
the Canadian Green Party, the BC NDP, the Chrétien 
Liberals, Conservative Sen. Hugh Segal, the late 
economist Milton Friedman, and even the TD Bank! 
With a Guaranteed Livable Income (emphasis on 
the “Livable”), some people would not have to 

go through other people’s trash to scrape together 
enough cash to make it through the month - let alone 
turn to more lucrative but more socially disruptive 
livelihoods like drug-dealing, theft and prostitution. 


Every dollar in the hands of the poor tends to 
circulate seven times within the local community. 
How’s that for an economic stimulus package? 


This article first appeared in the TAProot Newsletter. 
For more information about Together Against Poverty 
Society (TAPS), contact them at (250) 361-3521 or 
check their website - tapsbc.ca. 
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Epidemic of Violence .... cont'd from cover..... 
Attacked for who they are 


“The victims don’t really want to come forward because 
the way the police departments think and the community 
thinks: ‘No one’s going to believe me anyway if I do get 
assaulted.’ If the homeless community here in Rhode 
Island knows that the police departments will listen to 
their complaints, they’ ll come forward,” Joyce says. 


The complexities of social attitudes influence all 
facets of government in the execution of their role as 
protector of the common good. This is reflected in an 
opening statement in Homelessness, Victimization and 
Crime: Knowledge and Actionable Recommendations, 
presented in 2008 by the Institute for the Prevention of 
Crime at the University of Ottawa. 


“In 1998 the mayors of some of the largest cities in 
Canada declared homelessness a national disaster,” the 
report says. “Since then, studies conducted in a number 
of Canadian cities provide evidence that the number 
of homeless people on the streets is increasing and 
consequently that the demands on shelters and other 
services can be expected to rise. ... Those without 
adequate shelter are more likely than the housed to be 
victims of violence and, for women, victims of sexual 
assault.” 


What the report can’t provide is uniform, consistent data 
on the number of crimes committed against homeless 
people across Canada. Nor can the U.S. government 
provide that same data. Beyond victims’ reluctance to 
report, another problem is the apparent indifference 
of law enforcement to collecting the information. The 
2007 Hate Crimes Statistics, the most recent annual 
report compiled by the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting 
Program, illustrates this point. 


More than 13,000 law-enforcement agencies provided 
data about bias-motivated crime, with 2,025 agencies 
(15.3 percent) reporting 7,624 incidents. “The remaining 
84.7 percent of the participating agencies reported that 
no hate crimes occurred in their jurisdictions,” the 
report says. 


Some states, such as Mississippi — with a deep-rooted 
past in racial violence — reported zero incidents of hate 
crimes in the entire state. Delving into what makes a hate 
crime could begin to explain why es 
don’t want to report these crimes. 


What is a hate crime? 


Ahate crime isan illegal act motivated by hatred § 
toward individuals or property because of an 
identification as or affiliation with a particular 
race, color, national origin, ethnicity, religious 
tradition, sexual orientation or physical or 
mental disability. (Canadian law also includes 
language as a prejudicial motivation). Crimes 
can be against people, including harassment, 
terroristic threats or assault; or against 
property, such as trespass, arson or vandalism 
to the building, the grounds surrounding a 
structure or personal property inside. 


The definition of a crime, or illegal activity, 
motivated by hate seems obvious. But the laws 
and prosecution of such crimes is the subject of 
much debate among political leaders, victims’ 
advocates and activists. The end result — the e 
legal definitions — can be charges carrying ase- 
stiff or light penalties, depending on where f ~ 


the crimes are committed and the discretion of f~ hn p 


prosecutors and judges. 


The Criminal Code of Canada: Hate} 7 
Provisions (http://www.media-awareness.ca/ | > 
english/resources/legislation/canadian_law/ | ~ 

federal/criminal_code/criminal_code_hate. f 
cfm) requires specific proof of the criminal f- 
act and the intention to commit the crime. In } os 
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the United States, racially motivated hate crimes were 
defined as early as 1964 in the Civil Rights Act but it 
wasn’t until 2009 that disabilities and sexual orientation 
were added to this legislation, when President Obama 
signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act. 


The thing that differentiates a hate crime from others is 
that it is “based on a characteristic or condition of the 
victim” by a perpetrator who “seeks to not only commit 
the crime against the particular victims but to send a 
message about that victim to the larger community,” 
according to Sherrilyn Ifill, professor of law at the 
University of Maryland and a faculty member of 
the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the 
Constitution. 


How we protect, or fail to protect, vulnerable populations 
in Our communities is a demarcation of our progress in 
achieving that image. 


“This is really, in many ways for me, a very critical issue 
to me of democracy and freedom — that is, your ability to 
walk on the street and not be physically attacked for who 
you are,” Ifill says. “When we want to talk about freedom 
and we want to talk about democracy, we tend to think 
about voting. I think many people take for granted the 
assumption that you can walk on the street unmolested 
so long as you’re not committing a crime. There can be 
no other more corrosive activity to a society that purports 
to be free and democratic than allowing citizens to be 
attacked on the street for who they are.” 


The combination of the recent rise in homelessness 
as a result of the economic downturn and a rise in the 
reported cases of violent deaths of homeless people has 
resulted in greater awareness about the risks to people 
living outdoors, also known as “rough sleepers.” 


“The risk of victimization is higher among homeless 
persons who live on the street as opposed to in shelters 

. 78 percent of rough sleepers had been victims of 
crime during their most recent period of sleeping on the 
street; however, only 21 percent of these incidents were 
reported to police,” says the report by the University of 
Ottawa. 


National newspapers such as the New York Times and 
USA Today and wire services such as the Associated 
Press have recently reported on hate crimes against the 
Bsus in SSCL olig, 
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John Johnson needed 18 stitches in his head and his 
girlfriend was in fear for her life after an April 10 attack 
at a camp in Cincinnati where they lived. Johnson, 52, 
says he was sleeping under a highway overpass at 
about 3 a.m. when four men 
attacked him. 


“I was awakened by four 
young men telling me to exit 
the property,” he says. “As I 
was complying with them, 
they started beating me with 
pipes and bats upside the 
head and up and down the 
left side of my body.” 


Michael Hesson 


Three of the four attackers [ES 
have been captured. Charged Lo 
with felonious assault are 
Michael Hesson, 24; U.S. 
Army Private Riley Feller, 
24, stationed at Fort Knox, 
Ky.; and Spec. Travis Condor, 
25, stationed at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. A fourth suspect, also 
stationed at Fort Bragg, has 
not yet been caught. 


We Really Have a Problem 


“As a criminologist, there 
are certain types of data 
that we rely upon, and homicide data is one of them; 
and what we’re seeing is that more homeless people 
(are) murdered in apparent hate crimes than all of the 
other traditional hate-crime victims combined in any 
given year. And what I mean is race, religion, sexual 
orientation, disability,etc.,” reports Brian Levin, director 
of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism at 
California State University and a former staffer at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. 





“If that’s the case, then we really have a problem 
where the law should protect them. And we should 
have a federal law reflect it, because in many areas the 
homeless are not treated as victims — they’re treated as 
criminals themselves. 


“The fact of the matter is, is that we have clear and very 
disturbing issue of violence against the homeless that is 
sl by folks who are responding to prejudice.” 


The criminalization of homelessness (See 
: H aa Homelessness is Illegal article in April 2010, 
a] available at relativenewz.ca) makes activity 
=] such as sleeping in a public place or even sitting 
too long in one location a crime, punishing 
people without a permanent address with fines 
and jail time. 


“There is a tendency to focus on crimes 
committed by homeless people without also 
examining their heightened vulnerability to 
victimization — rates that are higher than for the 
housed,” the University of Ottawa report says. 


The perverse reality of homelessness is that 
being victimized by hate crimes makes further 
victimization likely. Noting that homelessness 
“| “disrupts important social bonds and 
I impairs personal networking” for successful 
interpersonal interaction and efforts to leave 
the streets, the report explains that this means 
many people are trapped in that environment. 


“Victimization on the street is psychologically 
distressing and can lead to depression and low 
self-esteem, which in turn contributes to apathy 
and feelings of futility, making it more difficult 
to escape further abuse,” the report says. 


In 2009 a group of six juveniles attacked a 
30-year-old homeless man sleeping next to 
railroad tracks in Lynn, Mass. 


continued on page four ... 
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Epidemic of Violence .... cont'd from page three... 


The boys, ages 11 to 14, threw bricks, stones, bottles and sticks, inflicting 
life-threatening injuries. Police charged the juveniles with armed assault with 
intent to murder, aggravated assault and battery with a deadly weapon, assault 
with intent to maim with a dangerous weapon and a civil-rights violation. 


Robyn Frost, executive director of the Massachusetts Coalition for the 
Homeless, compared the vulnerability of homeless people to that of groups 
protected by hate-crimes legislation, such as African Americans and 
homosexuals.“ At a time when increased numbers of individuals and families 
without housing is at an all time high... I think that it has escalated this issue 
right to the top, right next to any one of those particular populations that are 
now designated.” 


Shallow motives 


“The same types of offenders are committing the same hate crimes against 
the homeless that we’ve seen with other victim groups, yet it appears, from 
the limited data that we have, that the homeless are among the most violently 
victimized of any victim group out there,” Levin says. “Therefore, we need 
not only education, but educational initiatives to protect the homeless ... 
training for social services and law enforcement as well as for young people 
in schools. The more we can educate young people at critical times in their 
lives about what prejudice is and that they might actually experience it, the 
more they’re able to address their feelings when they feel certain prejudices. 
Moreover, the more that we can say that this is not socially acceptable and 
institutionalize that, as well as institutionalizing the message that there 
might very well be punishment as well, I think serves a later good. The 
word’s already out there that the homeless are potential victims.” 


Levin says laws can serve as a deterrent because the effectiveness of a 
deterrent depends on the circumstances of the crime and the offender. 


“Since most hate crimes — the attacks against the homeless — are done mostly 
by people with shallow motives, the prospective of punishment actually 
very well can be a deterrent. ... If someone’s out for a thrill and ... if there’s 
a message that’s out there that says, “Guess what? You’ll be prosecuted,’ 
that will deter some of the offenders. It won’t deter all of them, but people 
with shallow motives for committing crimes and little benefit are among the 
most deterrable.” 


The Homelessness, Victimization and Crime report from the University of 
Ottawa concludes with a number of “actionable recommendations.” These 
suggestions fall in line with what many homeless advocacy groups across 
the continent have been recommending: 


Housing and supports, which include “providing advocacy and advice 
for homeless people; invest more resources at all orders of government into 
strategic tools to measure and reduce homelessness in Canada.” 


- “Invest in programs to help at-risk youth to stay in school and acquire 
life skills; improve mental-health services for those with persistent mental 
illness; and educate the public about homelessness.” 


“Provide training for police and other enforcement personnel on best 
practices for intervention with homeless people; implement comprehensive 
drug strategies ... and repeal legislation that excludes youth with behavior 
problems from mainstream education.” 


“This synthesis of the research literature and the recommendations are 
aimed at policy makers in all orders of government to assist in reducing 
homelessness, victimization, criminal offending and public disorder,” the 
report concludes. 


Donovan of the NCH takes a similar position. “Homelessness shouldn’t be 
over-thought, over-analyzed and over-solved,” he says. “The reason that we 
have homelessness is because of a lack of accessible and affordable housing, 
jobs with a universal living wage and health care for all. The solution is the 
reverse of that. 


“Any further explanation, any further complicating factors, really are 
distractions and frankly avoidance of the problem. What we really need to 
do is ... respect people by staying focused on the issue.” 


Helping people get off the streets makes for fewer targets, but it won’t 
address the essential issue, according to Ifill. 


“I think people want to believe that hate crimes are a thing of the past, and 
understandably so,” she says. “But the reality is that they’re not, and that 
only by our attention and only by very vigorous law enforcement response 
— prosecution by prosecutors of hate crimes, reporting not only by law 
enforcement official but by citizens who see and know when hate crimes 
occur — are we going to be able to get our hands around this.” 

The Victoria Street Newz is a member of the North American Street Newspaper 
Association (NASNA). This is our second collaborative article, the first published 


in April 2010 (online at relativenewz.ca). We very much appreciate the time and 
effort that Margo has put into researching and writing this article. 
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Cats and Cars 
by cyann ray 


I’m not sure exactly when I drifted away from 
the status quo. I had been a cat person for nearly 
20 years but after learning about the dangers of 
toxoplasmosis, I cleared my life of these critters 
when I become pregnant. An asthmatic child 
solidified my anti-cat stance. As for becoming 
anti-car, that road was much longer and more 
complex. 


Having grown up in a one-car family, in a 
city with fantastic public transportation and a 
neighbourhood full of cycling kids, getting my 
license and a car was never a goal of mine. At 
26 my family thought it would be “convenient” 
if I drove, so they sprang for Young Drivers of 
Canada and a used GMC Pacer. I lasted much 
longer with the cats than with the car. I had that 
shiny fishbowl of a tank for just one year then 
sold it and bought a bike trailer which I used for 
nearly 25 years! 


These two seemingly unrelated tales have 
contributed to the daily anguish with which 
I now must contend. I am a bike-riding dog 
owner. Most of you will wonder how this can 
create such anxiety and disruption. Read on ... I 
am happy to share my story. 


So I never really became a driver, much 
preferring the self-propelled form of travel. As 
I matured during my 30s, following a 7 yr post- 
secondary stint, I realized that I had made the 
“PC” choice. We can only imagine how much 
better life on the planet would be if humans 
were not addicted to fossil-fuel consumption. 
How many lives would be saved if we restricted 
vehicle ownership to skilled drivers providing 
essential services rather than inviting everyone 
over 16 to drive just for the “convenience.” 


I’m not sure exactly when I became a dog 
person. I believe I was born into an animal 
loving world with much farm kin as well as a 
dog (and cat!) sharing most of my childhood. 
In 2001 I was living with my boyfriend when 
he brought home a 9 week old adorable black 
lab cross. Looking back, I can now see how we 
“failed” the status quo by deliberately choosing 
to train our dog on a mental leash. We were 
both committed to obedience and control over 
our new, shedding roommate and were never 
disappointed. It’s ironic that having such a 
trained dog is so problematic and frowned upon. 
I still don’t get it. 


We got every vaccination, picked up every poop 
and had complete verbal control over our pooch 
24/7. It was not until becoming a dog owner that 
I began to resent cat people. Their critters can 
run willy-nilly into the streets and their poops 
left behind to stink up the neighbourhood. No 
collar. No leash. No license. No rules. 


Owning a dog in the CRD comes with great 
costs. Unless you are okay with torturing your 
dog by leaving him alone in a crate all day or 
tied up in the yard, owners must arrange for 
effective exercise and socializing opportunities 
for their dogs. Cats are independent loners, but 
dogs are social, pack animals. They need to 
run free with other dogs or risk becoming anti- 
social, leash-dependent and anxious. Owners 
need to establish at least minimal verbal control 
over their pet. Mandatory leash laws discourage 
this from happening. 


Fortunately, our dog has spent all but the last 16 
months in dog-friendly communities. What this 
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means is there are off-leash dog areas within 
walking distance. And what this creates is a 
friendly dog community where everyone gets 
to know each other and their dogs. It has only 
been since having to move into James Bay 
that I have experienced a problem owning a 
trained dog and being a cyclist. 


Now if I chose to own a car, I could simply do 
a little daily polluting as I drive my dog to a 
place where I’m allowed to walk him. Again ... 
I just don’t get that kind of thinking. Needing 
a car to walk your dog? I chose instead to 
remain a cyclist, investing in a custom dog 
trailer for my bike (thanks Tony!). 


One more factor needs to be mentioned 
here. As my dog and I approach seniorhood, 
arthritis and other physical conditions often 
make walking quite painful. Once merely a 
mode of free transportation and recreation, my 
bike has gradually become my wheelchair. 
Thank goodness that a lifetime of cycling has 
provided me with strong legs and a healthy 
heart because the rest of me is certainly 
falling apart at an alarming rate! And when 
my pooch begins to tire or limp, I let him 
back into his trailer for the ride home. 


So having moved into a neighbourhood with 
no dog park, and meeting, for the first time 
ever, unfriendly dog owners who seem to 
resent my dog’s untethered obedience, as well 
as anxious dogs pulling at their leashes trying 
to say hi to (or attack??) my well-socialized 
dog, has created huge problems for us. With 
no place nearby to walk my dog, we must 
bike down to the Dallas Road dog area. And 
because of multiple foot problems, including 
a broken bone, I must remain seated as I coast 
alongside my dog while he stops and sniffs 
and socializes. It’s certainly no fun riding my 
brakes for 90 minutes each morning whilst 
dodging holes, driftwood, poops, joggers 
and, of course, other dogs but I do it because 
I love my dog and he needs this. 


Unfortunately, being a physically challenged 
cyclist with a trained dog is illegal in this 
town and I recently received a $100 ticket for 
needing a mobility aid to walk my dog. I’m 
disputing the ticket of course, with the help 
of the Action Committee of People Living 
with Disabilities but I am still forced to skulk 
around like a criminal on a daily basis trying 
to avoid those over-zealous by-law officers. 


I refuse to punish my dog for a lifetime of 
obedience by leashing him now and forcing 
him to walk at my snail’s pace. It’s bad enough 
that I removed all the friendly dogs from his 
life and am now having to “de-socialize” him 
... train him at nearly 10 to ignore everyone 
and their dog rather than being friendly and 
socialize. And it certainly doesn’t help that 
most non-dog owners are attracted to his 
smile and wagging tail and wish to say hi and 
pet him. (I’ve learned to distinguish between 
that majority, which I welcome and those few 
local souls who we must ignore). 


And I refuse to give up cycling and move 
onto a scooter (my next “vehicle” for sure) 
as long as my legs still work. It’s hard to 
believe that training my dog and choosing 
not to own a car has lead to this. Clearly, if I 
had become instead a cat-owning car driver, 
society would approve and I could live my 
life hassle-free. 


Sorry folks ... didn’t mean to become such a 
problem by choosing the less-trodden path. 
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The Process of 
Prenaring to Die 


by David Arthur Johaston 


Most people do not see the whole of this story. 

It can be described simply- it’s illegal to sleep 
during the day in crappy weather, so lest the 
Appeal’s Court finds that it is not Constitutional 
to deny the right to erect temporary abodes 

during daylight hours there seems to be no other 
alternative beyond getting arrested for the act and 
finally getting a sentence that is longer than I can 
go without food/nutrients. 


Yay death. very dramatic. 


It is hard to quantify for many, now. After the 
fact people will start putting the pieces together, 
even through all the nonsense of attempts to 
defame me. 


My dreams have been intense and beautiful- from 
raging because I have to die for a bunch of crazy 
idiots, to seeing the grand wholeness of God and 
waking up in tears. 


Most people do not know or care about freedom. 
They do not realize that to content ourselves with 
a society that restricts houseless people from 
sleeping during the day is to prohibit ourselves 
from evolving towards the reality of our potential, 
which is to enjoy the efficiency of trust on a 
garden planet. 


The appeal happens in a week and there will 

be f*@kery. I imagine they presume this case 

is safest ‘tied up’ in court, though it cannot be 
tied up indefinitely- so eventually I may be 
incapacitated/murdered and the case will then be 
managed by ‘moderate activists’/liars-working- 
for-the-devil... hard to say. 


They cannot officially put me in the crazy house 
because they can’t officially say that belief in fate 
is crazy (because it makes people think about fate, 
in general- then it will be found to be true and the 
ability to make people afraid is lost)... I digress... 


The problem with this case is that if the reality 
of it is seen, I will not be the only one to see 
there cannot be happiness as long as we think 
we depend on the ability to restrict people from 
sleeping for free. 


I do not want to die. I will, for this, if the Appeal’s 
Court is not ready to prioritize justice above the 
‘Crown’s’ order. 


Peace. When you understand fate you will know 
how evil is impossible and have fear and anger 
replaced with patience. 


All indications show that everything mortal 
dies. YOU are going to die. Are you going to 
die a crazy wimp, or are you going to die an 
enlightened hero? We’ll see. 


David Johnston and friends instigated the “Right 
to Sleep” trial, championed by local lawyers Irene 
Faulkner and Cathie 
Boies-Parker. Their efforts 
resulted in a BC Supreme 
Court ruling that found 

a city bylaw, prohibiting 
homeless people from 
providing shelter for 
themselves when no 

other shelter options 

exist, unconstitutional. 

It remains illegal for 
homeless people to shelter 
themselves during the 
daytime. 
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Transform Homelessness 
Advocacy Watch 
(THAW) 


invites you to join a 


GATHERING ON PANDORA GREEN - 
Sunday, August 22nd, Noon to 4 pm 


We know people care about making our city a 
place of peace for all. It is time for conflicting 
interests to come together peacefully on this 
little patch of grass to enjoy a picnic, music, and 
conversation - bring your acoustic instruments, 
your voices and your songs for 
STAGES IN THE GRASS. 


Free BBQ and a Food Not Bombs serving. 


We are inviting local business people, politicians, 
police officers, service providers and frontline 
workers to join the homeless, the disadvantaged 
and those who access services to SHARE YOUR 
STORIES in our SPEAKER’S CORNER BOOTH 
(anonymously if preferred). 


Tell us 
- Your experiences with the poor or homeless 
- Your experience with “poor-bashing” 


- Your experiences with police, security 
and people in authority 


- Your experiences walking 
down Pandora Green 


- Your suggestions for solutions on 
how to address homelessness 


Gentrification, brighter lighting and footpaths 
cannot be the only solution to solving the conflicts 
between opposing interests - 
to bring peace to our neighbourhood. 

We all have rights as well as needs. 

We should be able to accommodate all citizens 
within our neighbourhood and be able to protect 
each other from harassment - this includes the 
homeless, residents and local businesses. Chasing 
the homeless out will only move the problem of 
homelessness to another area in Victoria. 


Please join us. Let’s sit down on the grass, share 
some food, listen to each other’s stories, and 
enjoy Pandora Green. 


Organizations: Do you want to show your colours? 
If you would like to bring and set up a table, or 
help us by co-sponsoring the event, 
please contact us! 


Email thawdoc@gmail.com, phone 778-430-2454, 
or check the website 

- www.homelessnation.org/en/userpage/ 3401 - 
for more information. 


Remembering Rick Forbes 


Rick sold the 
Street Newz for 
several years. 





Co-worker 
Richard 
remembers “Rick 
was a nice guy. 
He always said 
hi to me when he 


passed me. I'll 
miss him a lot.” 


Rick was very 
upset about 

the loss of his 
mother a year 

or two ago. He 
is survived by a 
brother who lives 
in Victoria, and 
two daughters. 
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Remembering Lee Hamer 
1952-2010 


Lee’s dad gave 
him his first 
guitar for his 13th 
birthday, and it 
was love at first 
strum! 


His first band 
was called 
“Annie, Chuck 
and Dave.” 

They toured 
southwestern 
Ontario’s coffee 
house circuit 
during the 60s 
folk revival 

era. Big names 
of the day 
included Gordon 
Lightfoot, Bob 
Dylan, Arlo 
Guthrie and 
Bruce Cockburn. 
These stars of 
the folk music scene had a profound impact upon Lee and his song 
writing/performing style. 





In the mid 70s, Lee could be heard playing in Gastown in Vancouver 
and in the 90s it was the Byward Market in Ottawa with a stint 

in Montréal in the 90s where a highly successfull band called 
“Stillwater” was formed specifically to raise funds for charity. 
Together they contributed to the Old Brewery Mission and the 
Palliative Care Unit in Montréal. 


For the last 7 years Lee called Victoria his home, and was inspired to 
write funny, thoughtful, uplifting songs for children and adults alike. 
With the help of his partner Lydia “Snickers the Clown” was born. 


“My goal is to reach out and touch the “inner child” in each of us! 
I invite you to take a moment out of your hectic daily schedule, and 
just close your eyes, put your feet up, and drift back to a simpler, 
more innocent time, a time of growing up un a brand new world, full 
of the sights, sounds, colours and smells of childhood! Go ahead, let 
yourself drift back there and listen to the children! It’s never too late 
to learn from the kids!” 

Lee Hamer. Victoria 2005. 


A former Special Ed Teacher in Ontario and Québec, this versatile 
performer had a special feeling for children. He was always 
willing and able to reach the audience, no matter what age. Lee 
had a genuine love of people and a great fondness for toddlers and 
elementary school kids. He sang orginal childrens’ songs, played 
6 and 12 string guitar, dobro, and Hohner Blues harmonica as 

well as a variety of percussion instruments including washboard, 
spoons, tambourine and bicycle horn. He taught children to sing the 
choruses of his happy, uplifting original songs. His own daughter, 
Amelia, inspired him to view the world through the eyes of a child 
- full of wonder, magic and mystery. 


In Victoria Lee performed at Serious Coffee, the Spiral Café, the 
Artists’ Lounge, the Orange Hall, The Cambie, The Trackside 
Café, Logan’s, Felicita’s Pub at UVic, Norway House, James Bay 
Books and the Sooke Bluegrass Festival. He was a successful, 
well-loved, street performer (busker) on Government Street where 
he delighted tourists with his clown look and his uplifting happy 
original tunes. Lee was recognized by Victoria City Hall as a 
licensed street performer and as an asset to the tourism industry of 
British Columbia. He performed at the Farmers’ Markets in Ganges, 
Salt Spring Island, James Bay, Government Street and Nanaimo for 
Children’s Day. 


Lee had a special empathy for the street people of Victoria; his 
song “Homeless” was produced for Our Place and aired on CBC 
radio. Lee’s most popular CD was called “My Goldfish ate My 
Homework.” 


Lee will be missed by many, especially his daughter Amelia and his 
long time partner and friend Lydia. 
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The Engagement and The Nance 


by Brian Mason 


Point zero six per cent. That’s how many of us showed up on a sunny late June afternoon 
for day one of Victoria’s second Official Community Plan Community Forum. Most of 
the convention centre had been booked for this two-day event, including the large lecture 
theatre and a half dozen “deep dive” breakout rooms. It was quite superbly organized, 


slickly so in fact, with charts and brochures, treats and tea, name tags and greeters. All for 
fewer than 50 people, none of them young — out of a city population of 80,000. You’d find 


more shoppers browsing in a Thrifty Foods store on any sleepy mid-week day. 


Nonetheless, the organizers each had on their game face, as the saying goes, and even 
tried to convince the audience that, to date, about 4,500 Victorians had participated in a 
variety of OCP civic engagement exercises: surveys, circles, councils, presentations, and 
what not. I suspect a smidgin of double-counting in there somewhere, but let’s not split 
hairs. After all, keeping tabs is important when citizens are being processed through a 
process. As the inputs for the outputs, their every utterance must be dutifully captured 
on a flip chart so it can be cleansed and boxed for inclusion in the next PowerPoint 
presentation or thick, coil-bound report. Making the powerless feel powerful, or at least 


important for a day, takes effort, planning, execution. As well as a straight face to go with 


the game face. 


But no amount of public relations goodwill could disguise the fact that this consultation 
exercise was essentially an expert-driven, bureaucracy-managed ritual. And ritual, as 
social critic Ivan Illich so perfectly put it, is “behaviour that makes participants blind to 
the discrepancy between the purpose for which [they] perform the rain dance and the 
actual social consequences the rain dance has.” Ritual, in other words, has no effect on 
reality; but then again, no one cares much about that, at least not enough to impolitely 
draw others’ attention to it. On this afternoon, at least, the link between social authority 
and specialised knowledge was hanging around like a specter. 








It deserves emphasizing, too, that no one is ever heard at these types of discussions, 

not really. Like bottles on a conveyor belt, participants are kept moving as smoothly 

as possible through the stages of the process. We, in other words, are “facilitated” to 
obligingly dance the ritual. At the same time, a little paradoxically perhaps, people 
don’t actually know how to go about participating in these staged events or even what is 
expected of them, let alone understand what becomes of whatever is said during the day. 
Public discourse, a long forgotten and devalued virtue today, does not play out well in 
sanitized, regimented forums. 


Yet that’s not the worst of it. As we were reminded on more than one occasion during the 


afternoon, it’s hard to dream of pleasant, leafy neighbourhoods and a pulsating downtown 


when the city’s aging, leaky sewer pipes and heaving sidewalks cry out for replacement, 
not to mention the lion’s share of the limited available budget. Or even more, that the 


public good won’t get served up at all unless wealthy condo developers can be convinced 


to cough up enough cash as part of the latest density bonus equation. This mathematical 
pact with the devil goes a long way to explaining how the soul of a heritage building gets 
traded for a super-sized, concrete and glass behemoth on upper Yates. 


Now democracy, as any high school civics course conveys, 1s a naturally messy affair. 
Except that the community forum was no such thing, and that’s when you begin to suspect 
that the fix was in. Other clues, such as swamping participants with data, PowerPoints and 
smooth talking experts, were manifested during the sessions. Organizers were seeking 
input only in the sense of filling in the blanks of reports already sketched out in experts’ 
minds. Experts of any profession (in this case, urban planners) walk the same path because 


they read the same journals, attend the same conferences, use the same jargon, and reinforce 





the respective profession’s status quo. The preeminence of experts — and our obeisance to 
them — is a primary reason cities and suburbs in Canada all look the same, and face similar 


problems, regardless of their initial starting point. Remember: the mistakes you see around 





you (including bad planning and architecture) are yesterday’s expert opinion. 


By the end of the forum, however, several things had become clear, though not because 
the data, information or experts had made them so. The “visioning of the future” we 
were all asked to consider while doing the rain dance had imbedded within it several 
unquestioned (and no doubt unquestionable) assumptions: growth and “progress” will 
be embraced; the downtown heritage commercial district will become a quaint curiosity 
surrounded by tall, massive buildings much as you will find in any Canadian city; the 
automobile will continue to rule the streets, where its dominating presence will largely 
offset well-meaning efforts to promote other forms of getting around town and being 
present; business owners and developers will determine the planning agenda and 

what gets done; plans come and plans go; plans may or may not be followed; and, the 
contingencies of daily politics will always be in the way. 





More than anything, though, it seemed unreal to be involved in a “planning process” 
(however that is meant) for our small, capital city boxed in as it is within the CRD by 
suburbs, exurbs, commuter towns, competing cities and every other urban-planning 
category you can think of — not to mention the interlacing, multi-jurisdictional harbours, 
waterways and roadways. The complexity and unimagined consequences of deciding 

— or doing — anything at all within such a setting are staggering. Yet all is not gloomy: 
Sometimes it storms after a rain dance. 


To the Editor: 


I hope that the Ellice 
Street Shelter in Victoria 
becomes a reality in 
October 2010... It would 
be really nice to see 
more people get shelter 
this fall & winter. 


It is disappointing to 
see people suffer on the 
streets. “VIHA has the 
responsibility to help 
those, who can not help 
themselves.” I think 
that these people need 
guidance and hope for a 
better future. Reverend 
Al Tysick does a great 
job but this job is 
endless everyday! 


It is so good to hear 
when men & women 
finally get off of the 
streets into a shelter then 
a regular home. 

We all need self 
confidence and self 
esteem building in life. 
Together we can make it 
happen... 


Michelle 





archives & more at relativenewz.ca 6 
The Advocate 
by W. Robert Arnold 


The owners of the mass media are owners for a 
couple of reasons, I believe. The first, of course, is to 
make money. This they accomplish mostly by selling 
advertizing space in their papers. There used to be 
more actual news and information in the paper than 
advertizing. Now papers are mostly advertizing. I 
am not sure what the usual ratio is between news and 
advertizing. It seems loaded in favour of advertizing 
to me. 





The second reason for owning a newspaper is to 
control the information that the reading public 
receives. If a person is rich and wants to keep the 
system that made that possible, one of the ways to 
do that is to keep the public misinformed about the 
situation and to control the flow of information to 
the public. If people are not given the real facts they 
cannot make meaningful decisions about voting in 
elections; or do meaningful protest and organization. 





If people are not educated about their real interests, 
they will be unable to demand them and organize to 
attain them. Someone once said that it was the job of 
the newspaper to comfort the afflicted and to afflict 
the comfortable. When the comfortable take over 
ownership of the media; this changes. After all, who 
could expect the comfortable to afflict themselves or 
to comfort anyone but themselves? 


So the owners of the mass media make sure we only 
get the information that will serve their own interests 
and keep us ignorant, hopeless and apathetic. They 
practice sensationalism to keep us distracted from the 
real issues to which we should be paying attention. 
They have a saying in the mass media: “If it bleeds, 
it leads.” This means that we are always hearing 
about tragedies, catastrophes, wars, fires, floods and 
accidents. Reporting a lot of crime news convinces 
people that crime is on the rise and makes them 
afraid, which lets the government bring in ever more 
draconian laws to control and imprison the people. 


After blood and gore, spectacles like the Stanley Cup, 
the World Cup and The World Series lead. Sports are 
a great and safe distraction for the people. The Roman 
Emperors used this trick on their subjects. Keep the 
population watching lions eating Christians and they 
won’t be storming the palace. This also makes for 
large audiences and big money in advertizing space. 
The media barons love it. 


A media owner like Izzy Asper has a political 


ii preference. He can make sure his party is portrayed 


well in his media outlets. He can slant the news 

so the other parties look bad. If his preferred party 
does something stupid or criminal, he can just not 

let it be reported. This is called slanting the news. 
Izzy’s outlets tend to slant to the right. There is very 
little balanced and fair reporting in the mass media 
anymore. Objectivity used to be one of the values of 
news organizations. Unfortunately, that has ended. 


There are better and worse media outlets out there. 
Some outlets are so obviously slanted that to read them 
is like taking poison. Other outlets are less biased and 
are more palatable provided one keeps a sharp eye 

out for the slant. The left wing of Canadian politics 
does not have a great mass media outlet. Even though 
the myth of the left leaning media is used by the 

right wing media to justify their 
excesses, it is only that: A Myth. 


In the next article I will be 

talking about how we can protect 
ourselves and be aware of slants in 
the news and analyze it to winkle 
out a more real view of the world. 
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Disturbing the Peace - 


NATIVE NEWZ 


Site C Dam Threatens Chief Attachie’s Place of Rest 


Article submitted by Councilor Gerry Attachie, Doig River First Nation 


When 
you look 
on a map 
and see 
the dif- 
ferent 
names 
for water 
ways, 
land 
features, 
and set- 
tlements, have you ever wondered about 
their meaning and origin? 


There is a place called ‘Attachie,’ which 
refers to the flats that are located in 
northeastern British Columbia, where 
the Halfway River and Peace River 
converge. The place name Attachie 
officially came into being when a 

post office was opened in 1928 and 
operated until 1931. Attachie was one 
of the Dane zaa (a.k.a. Beaver First 
Nation) who signed Treaty No. 8 at Fort 
St. John along the Peace River with 
Commissioner James Ansdell Macrae 
on May 30, 1900 and is known as Chief 
Attachie. The Fort St. John Beaver 
Band, now Doig River First Nation 

and Blueberry River First Nations, 

was the first Band to sign the Treaty in 
northeastern British Columbia. 


110 years after Chief Attachie signed 
the Treaty, his grandson Gerry Attachie, 
who is also a former Chief and present 
councilor of Doig River First Nation, 
reveals that the place name Attachie 
embodies a deep and strong connection 
for his family and the Dane zaa to the 
Peace River Valley, its flats, and nearby 
hills. 


Gerry firmly declares; “this was their 
land; their country.” Gerry goes on to 
explain that; “This is the place where 
our people met the explorers, early 
settlers, and some of the tribes that came 
later from the east who all travelled 

by canoe and boat down the river. We 
have a story that tells of our peoples’ 
first meeting with white people, prior to 
explorer Alexander Mackenzie’s arrival, 
at a place on the Peace River, between 
Fort St. John and Hudson’s Hope where 
a young boy met a party in a canoe.” 
These newcomers not only looked very 
different but they also shared new food, 
the boy was fascinated by the sticky 
texture of the jam which later became 
the comical piece of this story. 


The strongest evidence of occupancy to a 
place is having a family member buried 
on the land. The resting place of Chief 
Attachie is at the crest of a hill above 

the flats that overlooks the Halfway and 
Peace Rivers. Chief Attachie, along with 
many other Dane zaa who are buried 

in the Peace River Valley, died from 
influenza in 1918. Gerry’s dad, Murray 
Attachie, was four years old when Chief 
Attachie died and survived the flu with 
his grandmother and aunt. 





In a local history book, Peacemakers 

of the North Peace, Carrie McDonald 
(nee Cadenhead) provides a personal 
account of the suffering and the toll that 
the flu took on Chief Attachie and the 
families in his camp at Halfway River. 
The accompanying picture shows Chief 
Attachie’s brother, Peter, with a sleigh 
holding Chief Attachie’s casket that was 
built with the help of the Cadenhead 
Family who homesteaded at Halfway 
River in 1912. 


Gerry makes reference to the probable 
reason why his uncle Peter buried Chief 
Attachie on top of the hills by stating; 
“they would put graves out in the open 
and in high places and by that time there 
were more and more settlers coming to 
the Peace for farming, our people were 
told by the first farmers to bury people 
up in the hills.” 


On a recent trip to visit his grandfather’s 
grave, as Gerry descends down the hill 
along the old pack trail he imagines 

his uncle Peter pulling the sleigh with 
the casket. Gerry and his siblings 

have always been very proud that their 
grandfather’s grave overlooks the Peace 
and Halfway Rivers. During their visit 
they reflect on the changes to the land 
since Chief Attachie signed the Treaty 
such as the 1973 slide that has also 
claimed the Attachie name which is 
directly within the grave’s viewshed. 
More importantly, the land lost from the 
two existing hydroelectric dams further 
upstream on the Peace River and now 
the threat of another BC Hydro dam 
called Site C. 


There are still bad feelings, mistrust, 
and deep hurt from the past experiences 
where the dams on the Peace River 
flooded First Nation graves. 


As Gerry stands on top of the hill close 
to his grandfather’s grave, he pictures 
a doomed future with his grandfather’s 
view of his beloved country destroyed 
by a still and foreign body of water that 
engulfs the Peace and Halfway Rivers. 
Gerry awakes from his ugly vision and 
asserts; “all the promises they told the 
people when Chief Attachie signed 

the Treaty are broken. The respect 

for nature is forgotten. Our people’s 
history to the Peace River Valley and 
maintaining the future generations’ 
connection to this land matters more 
than profits from selling our rivers and 
land.” 
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Swatas ky huz’ ats xentalits7a: 
(Yo Whom it May Concern) 


Many years ago I heard Chief Dan George say Xwayxway was the name of Stanley 
Park. But white people don’t pay attention to what our elders and our people say, 
they are running around naming and renaming our places anyway. Named after 
whitemen and dumb royalty, the only thing they can do is “queen wave!” 


Prince George, Prince Rupert, Prince Albert, Victoria, Stanley Park, Queen 
Charlotte Islands, Vancouver, Vancouver Island, Anderson Lake, Duffy Lake, 
Charlottetown, Seton Lake, Prince Edward Island, Birkenhead River, Kingsway, 
British Columbia, Fraser River, Pemberton, etc, 


The white people tend to glorify themselves to get attention and “Honour.” They 
killed our people, they stole the land, then they think they are doing good by giving 
it back, and putting their name on it? 

Try saying Nq’el’qam’tensa Iti Skenknapa, Kacwitima, Cwitima, Nkw’atkwa7, 

Lil’ wata tsel’alh, Lil’ watatkwa7, Nseqts, Smem’ts, Qatsqilnesten, Nca7ts, Leqmets, 
Qam’tmintwal’ stswaw’cw, Sekelwasten, Nlhaxten. 

These are just a few words, we have more than 250 names in our language around 
Mount Currie, Pemberton, Whistler and Duffy Lake. I know the Squamish people 
probably have just as much names around Vancouver City and Lower Mainland. 

It is our elders that named these places long time ago. Xwayxway it an easy word to 
say, .....try it! Try respecting Chief Dan George instead of Lord “Pigeonpoop on his 
head” Stanley! 


Wenacw t’u7----Sincerely, 


Marie Abraham, LUW wat Grandmother 
Border, What Border ?!? 


by Rose Henry and Janine Bandcroft 


ancestors, in what is now known 

as Washington. Like Charlie, I do 
not have a birth certificate or a SIN 
card. I did have one as a child, 

but lost it during one of my many 
moves or when I was homeless. My 
parents were the only ones present at 
my birth, and they’ ve both passed. 
With difficulty, I have managed to 
officially become a Canadian Citizen 
at 52 years of age, and attain my 

first passport. These documents are 
necessary if I want to cross the border 
to visit blood relatives, or attend 
conferences like the North America 
Street Newspaper Conference in July. 
I have had to become a citizen in 
another country to travel across the 
border to my home country ... hmmm. 
I am not sure about this. 


In 1794, after the American Revolution, 

the USA and Britain signed the Jay Treaty 
enabling First Nations, or “Indians dwelling 
on either side of the said boundary line, 
freely to pass and re pass by land or inland 
navigation, into the respective territories and 
countries of the two parties, on the continent 
of America . . . and freely to carry on trade 
and commerce with each other” (wikipedia). 


I am constantly reminded that the borders 
for the two countries, state lines, provincial 
borders have pushed their way through “Our 
Territories.” We never crossed these borders, 
the borders crossed us. 


Other First nations people struggle, as I do, 
about our status in a land that has been cared 
for over thousands of years by our ancestors. 
Harriet Nahanee was a Pacheedaht elder, part 
of the Nuu-chah-nulth from the Vancouver 
Island. She was holding the Jay Treaty when 
confronted by the RCMP while protecting 
Eagle Ridge from becoming the Sea to Sky 
Highway to serve the Olympics. We are the 
First People of this land, and Harriet knew 
the importance of this document for our 
cultural survival. 


The passport agent said that she had 
noticed a slight increase in the amount 
of First Nations people applying for 
passports. She said that I could cross 
the border on land with just a status 
card, because of the Jay Treaty. But 

I need a passport if I want to fly 

over the same piece of land that my 
ancestors have traversed for centuries. 


Welcome to Canada - the land of the 
biggest invisible wall, bigger than the 
great wall of China. 


Charlie Smoke is a 40 year old man from 
the Lakota Nation. He has been without the 
“correct” identification while working in 
Saskatchewan ) 
and is still trying [%3 
to deal withthe ff 
legal system. 
They are trying 
to determine his 
Status. Was he 
born in Canada? 
He has no social 
insurance number 
(SIN) or birth 
certificate. 





I was born in 
the Coast Salish 
territory of my 
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500 Paddle to Protect the Peace 


by Peace Valley Environment Association 





C Dam project. 


People from all walks of life took to canoes and other watercraft to 
oppose the massive hydroelectric dam proposed for the Peace River. 
The Paddle attracted many from First Nations, environmentalists, the 
agricultural community and concerned citizens from the Peace Region, 
throughout BC and Alberta, and beyond. 


500 participants and spectators saw 438 people and a record 215 boats 
paddle for four hours. Paddling was preceded by: drumming by Dane zaa 
Elders from Doig River First Nation, addresses by Grand Chief Stewart 
Phillip from the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, BC Regional Chief Jody 
Wilson-Raybould from the Assembly of First Nations, and a pancake 
breakfast hosted by the West Moberly First Nations. Also in attendance 
were Green Party Leader Jane Sterk and NDP Aboriginal Affairs Critic 
Bob Simpson. The day concluded with a late afternoon barbecue hosted 
by the Halfway River First Nation. 


Grand Chief Stewart Phillip shared that “the Union of BC Indian Chiefs, 
the Okanagan Nation... our Elders and leaders and our grassroots people 
offer our prayers and our good energy to support the cause here on ensuring 
this beauty is maintained and sustained for all-time.” Jody Wilson- 
Raybould noted “the value that the water and lands give to us as Aboriginal 
people is enormous and immeasurable and needs to be protected.” 


The Western Canadian Wilderness Committee was here to show their 
support, and Speaking on behalf of the international Yellowstone to 
Yukon Conservation Initiative (Y2Y), Wendy Francis said, “I can tell you 
that this event is one of the few events that I’ve been to anywhere in the 
Yellowstone to Yukon region that has this much great energy, this much 
grass-root support, this many people working so hard together and I’m 
really, really proud to be part of it.” 


The Paddle is a joint project coordinated by the West Moberly First 


Paddlers at the fifth annual Paddle for the Peace, held Saturday July 
10th, sent a message of opposition to Premier Gordon Campbell. 

Participants, 57% up from last year, rejected the BC Government’s April 
19 announcement of moving to the assessment stage of the proposed Site 


REGIONAL NEWZ 


The G8 and G20 summits in Huntsville and 
Toronto this June revealed the force our gov- 
ernment is willing to enlist in order to protect 
international elites. 20,000 security personnel 
were prepared to wage a war on protesters who 
came to express their disregard for the summit. 


A few protesters and/or agents provocateurs 
managed to make a media frenzy out of flam- 
ing police cars and smashed windows. This 
spectacle was peddled around the world as 
the justification for the billion dollar security 
bill and the vast repression of thousands of 
others who had nothing to do with any prop- 
erty damage. Over a thousand protesters and 
bystanders were arrested over the course of 
the weekend for “breaching the peace.” 


I arrived in Toronto on a bus of activists from 
Hamilton quite early for the only event l d 
committed myself to attending - a feminist 
picnic at Allan Gardens. The media was there 
with trucks along the perimeter as were the 
police, which saturated the city all weekend, 
uniforms often out numbering street clothes 
two to one. Only a couple handfuls of people 
scattered the park thirty minutes before the 
rally was scheduled to start, leading one to 
wonder if the police had successfully intimi- 
dated everyone concerned with these issues 
into staying home. 


Graham Osborne 


But people, banners, instruments and art 
supplies began to arrive and the police 
formed an increasingly thick line along 

the perimeter, searching everyone who 
entered the park with a bag and confiscating 


Nations (WMEN) and the Peace Valley Environment Association (PVEA) | “dangerous” items like banners and goggles. 
and has always been a family event, celebrating the Peace River. Paddlers | It is unclear who endowed them with these 
came from all corners of British Columbia, from across Canada, and from Į “special” unconstitutional powers. Toronto 


the United States, France, and Switzerland. 


All British Columbians and Canadians are encouraged to support the 
effort to preserve one of the most unique and valuable river valleys in 
Western Canada. To learn more visit www.paddleforthepeace.ca, www. 


Police Chief Bill Blair has admitted that 
he provided the public with inaccurate 


F 


5 
bE The change youwant 
ft. 


peacevalley.ca, or www.thisisourvalley.ca. fosecinthe world | 


Passing 
the Torch 


Poverty Olympics 
moves to London 





Rider Cooey, Coordinator of the International 
Poverty Olympics Torch Relay, reports that Mrs 
Elizabeth Hogg of the United Kingdom received the 
Poverty Olympic Torch in Vancouver July 12th, and 
will fly with it to England. Then she'll travel to the 
London borough of Hackney, and bestow it upon Mr 
George Lavender and other members of the London 
Coalition Against Poverty (www.lcap.org.uk). George 
and other members of LCAP will be guided by the 
piercing light of the Torch as they organize London 
Poverty Olympics for 2010, 2011, and finally 2012. 


The War in Toronto 
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By Renee McBeth 


information about the secret law enacted by 
the Ontario government just in time for the 
summits. Blair originally announced that 
the law gave police the right to stop and 
search anyone within five meters of the G20 
security fence and to arrest anyone who did 
not provide identification upon request. Two 
days after the summit Blair told reporters 
that the five-meter rule never existed. 


It is hard to believe that a top official in such 
a well funded operation should be so poorly 
informed about the laws that would guide his 
officer’s conduct. But, perhaps none of this 
matters. That is, none of the rules matter if 
you plan to behave as you like and apologize 
later. 


Despite the police state that pervaded the 
event and the image of scary, violent radi- 
cals painted by police and media, the mixed 
groups I joined that afternoon — female, 
male and trans friendly - sat in circles on the 
grass, eating watermelon and talking about 
global inequality and how violence dispro- 
portionately affects women. An important 
contrasst to the uncomfortable image of 
these international elites (18 out of 20 male) 
sitting in a room making a global plan for 
maternal health, our own Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper promising to veto any use of 

ga Canadian funding towards 
g abortions in developing 
countries. 


f= Organizations such as 
ens Native Youth Sexual 


ne eee Health Network and 


gers = Maggie’s: The Toronto 
mites Sex Workers Action 

me Project were represented at 
fea) the rally. Speakers pointed 

ZA F3 out that 19-20 million 

Pg) women a year worldwide 

į have unsafe abortions 

leading to approximately 

70,000 deaths per year. 


I wanted to attend Friday’s 
‘G20 Feminist Picnic and 
Politics’ event because I 
thought a picnic style conversation might 

be spared some of the police repression and 
predictable and polarizing clashes. That said, 
I was sorry the whole weekend couldn’t 
have been a safer space for concerned 
people to come together to critically discuss 
the summits and try to create something 
different. 

Renée is based in Victoria where she studies local 


and international politics and works with several 
community organizations. 


POVERTY OLYMPICS 


TORCH HANDOVER: z 
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The Dramatic Drop in Women's Sports Coverage: 


An Interview with Mike Messner 
by Dave Zirin 


Michael Messner is a professor of sociology and gender studies at the University of 
Southern California (USC) and is the author of numerous books including Power 

at Play: Sports and the Problem of Masculinity. He is the co-author, along with 
Prof. Cheryl Cooky, of a new report called Gender in Televised Sports: News and 
Highlight Shows, 1989-2009. 


Here we discuss this fascinating study. 


Dave Zirin: Let’s talk about your study on gender and televised sports. What did 
you and Professor Cooky uncover in your research? 


Mike Messner: We looked at the three local networks affiliates here in Los 
Angeles and also the ESPN Sportscenter at 11 o’clock in the evening. The first 
time we did this study was 1989 and we have done it every five years since then. 
The first couple times we did it, 1989 and 1993 coverage of women sports on the 
evening news shows was about 5%. I know a lot of people back then said that the 
number would continue to go up as time went by and the media caught up with 

this explosion of girls and women sports throughout the country. Indeed in 1999 it 
nudged up to 8.7% of all sports coverage. Then in 2004 it went back down to 6.3% 
and the most recent data we collected was in 2009 and the coverage on the evening 
news shows has almost evaporated to 1.6%, the lowest amount ever, and ESPN is 
right down there with 1.4% of their Sportscenter coverage. We were pretty stunned 
by the drop off. 


DZ: To go from 5% in 1989 to at 1.6%, in 2009. How do we understand that 
coverage has actually gone down as women’s leagues and play have become 
more prevalent. 


MM: Well, that’s what the puzzle really is. There has been this continued explosion 
of participation and interest in women’s sports and it just hasn’t been reflected in 
TV news and highlight shows. One of the more interesting findings we had was 

in 1989 and 1999 the big chunk of women’s sports coverage we did see on these 
shows was what we called insulting or trivialization or humorous sexualization 

of women athletes, like a nude bungee jumper or leering court reports on tennis 
players like Anna Kournikova or later Maria Sharapova. In 2004 and 2009 those 
kinds of stories declined to the point where we saw almost none of that insulting 
stuff about women athletes. But I guess what we are wondering now is when they 
stop doing insulting or humorous sexualization stories on women athletes, it seems 
that they just don’t know how to talk about women and women sports at all. 


DZ: When you talk about the sexualization and trivialization of women athletes, 
were you calculating that amidst the 5% in 1989? 


MM: That’s right. That was part of the 5% in 1989 and part of the 8.7% in 1999 
and it was a pretty big chunk of it. When you see that kind of coverage disappear, 
what also disappears is coverage of women’s sports at all. I think part of this has to 
do with the fact that a lot of these sports reporters on the evening news especially, 
are the same guys basically who we saw in 1989 and 1993: Fred Rogan at KNBC, 
Jim Hill at KCBS, it’s the same reporters and they are doing the same stuff. I 
think one of the keys to this when thinking about Sportscenter and the evening 
news is it’s kind of a men’s club, though Sportscenter does include a couple of 
women reporters but the news shows really don’t. It’s been really interesting this 
week since our report came out: only women reporters have seen fit to cover this 
as a Story. I think there is some reason to think if we could desegregate the sports 
desk on newspapers and in TV news and so forth you might get a little bit more 
respectful coverage of women’s sports. 


DZ: What would you say to the argument that says, “look ESPN is not a non- 
profit and we are giving the people what they want and if that means less 
women’s coverage then that’s just the rules of the market.” ? 


MM: That’s what they always say of course and of course I think all of these 
shows especially Sportscenter are an entertainment show and they’re trying to hit 
the broadest market they can. But they miss a really big opportunity in ignoring 
women’s sports. I think looking at the coverage of college basketball is especially 
useful. ESPN has done a pretty good job over the last few years of actually 
covering women’s games in the tournament. But it doesn’t appear very much on 
Sportscenter and it doesn’t appear at all on the evening news. So what they’re 
missing is a growing market for really interested and excited fans, I put myself 
among these: one of my favorite sports is women’s college basketball. Just to 
give you a couple of examples, in 2009 and 2010, over 11 million people attended 
women’s NCAA games. In 2010 the men’s sweet sixteen games on CBS averaged 
4.9 million viewers while women’s games averaged 1.6 million viewers and the 
championship game between UConn and Stanford drew 3.5 million viewers. So I 
think there is a tremendous audience out there but when we look at TV news and 
highlight shows what we found was that the women’s NCAA tournament got no 
coverage at all on the network affiliates and it got a tiny bit of coverage on ESPN 
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and most of 

that coverage 
was on that 
scrolling ticker 
at the bottom of 
the screen. In 
contrast, there 

is just all kinds 
of coverage 
about the men’s 
tournament, 
with speculation 
about bracketing and special feature stories of Shaquille O’Neal going one on one 
with a 90 year old granny on who’s going to pick the best field and a tremendous 
amount of promotion of the men’s tournament and almost complete silence on the 
women’s tournament. For a sport with a tremendous growing popularity and you 
would think that ESPN would use Sportscenter to build audiences for the event that 
they are actually showing live on television. 


DZ: Why do you think they don’t do that then? Do you think it just can only 

be explained in terms of it being a boys club therefore their minds are closed to 
that perspective? Or do you think they have a stake in institutional sexism? Is it 
subconscious or is it conscious? 





MM: Well, I think they make conscious decisions about what they cover everyday 
but I think there is a tremendous amount of inertia as well. And only a part of it 
has to do with the fact it’s men making most of these decisions. Men are capable 
of doing really good sports reporting on women’s sports and a lot of men really 
like women’s sports. But I think there is a fear on a lot of their parts, if they don’t 
stay with the big three sports. About 3/4 of all the news coverage we saw was of 
men’s football, men’s basketball and men’s baseball. So it is important that we 
recognize that it’s not just women’s sports that are getting edged out of this, it’s a 
whole lot of the other men’s sports as well. 


DZ: Professor Mary Jo Kane from the University of Minnesota Tucker Center 
studies how the sexualization of women’s athletes - and the growth of popularity 
of some women athletes as sex symbols - actually hurts women’s sports. I’m 
raising this because one change over the twenty years of your study is the way 
top women athletes integrate themselves into magazines like Maxim and the 
Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. It didn’t happen in 1989 but now women 
athletes, for example Danica Patrick, Lindsay Vonn, Jennie Finch are regularly 
featured in these magazines. Your data seems to support Professor Kane’s work, 
do you agree with that? 


MM: Absolutely, I have been in long agreement with Mary Jo Kane on that issue. 
What high-level women’s athletes have to do to get coverage in mainstream outlets 
often times is to take off their clothes. It’s sad to say, but that’s the way it works. 
For those individual women, it helps raise their profile and possibly make them 
some money. But it certainly doesn’t help promote women’s sports. I think it’s 

a way to really corner off women into an image that is acceptable and familiar to 
male audiences and male broadcasters. It’s not something that helps women sports. 


DZ: Do you think women’s sports as a whole have ceased to be empowering or at 
least a vehicle for empowerment? 


MM: No, but I think the main place that’s happening right now is with little 
girls. There is a lot of research that shows that playing sports is an empowering 
experience for little girls and for young women and for so many different ways 
in terms of health, self-esteem, sexual responsibility and so fourth. Whether 
sports will go to another level and go beyond that individual growth level and 
be part of a collective empowerment of women, as I think it has been in the past 
is very important. I think the media plays an increasingly important part in that. 
Unfortunately now I don’t think the media, at least according to our study, is 
doing a good job of that. One of the things people are talking about now is if we 
want good coverage of women’s sports we can’t rely on the mainstream media 
to do that. We’ve got to start creating some of our own venues on the internet, 
on television perhaps by organizations like the Women’s Sports Foundation 

and maybe with some corporate sponsors to start just showing women’s sports. 

I would like to see that happen but I’m not quite ready to concede that the 
mainstream media is a lost cause. It’s really important because what we see on the 
media, what we see on Sportscenter is not just entertainment but really tells us a 
story about who we are. 


Dave Zirin is the author of Bad Sports: How Owners are Ruining the Games we Love 
(Scribner). Receive his column every week by emailing dave @ edgeofsports.com. 


Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph:250-388-5571 8- 10am seven days a week. 


Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 phone: 250-382-0283 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Ave, 250-474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am-3pm, closed last week of the month 


ESQUIMALT COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. Tues & Thurs noon-1:15 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 250-474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 250-383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1W5 Phone: 250-388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 250-389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 


Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 388-7844, email: askus@jbcp.bc.ca 
Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 


OUR PLACE 

919 Pandora Ave., Victoria, BC V8V 3P4, Phone: 250-388-7112 

9am - 59m Monday to Friday, closed weekends; showers & laundry 9-3:30 
lunch - 11:30 am-12:30 pm; dinner - 4-5 pm 

Victoria's ‘Living Room’- a drop in centre with computer room, printers, special 
projects, tea & coffee, singing Wednesdays with Louise Rose. 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 

SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 

310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 250-384-8773 

Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Weds, Thurs, Fris, 12 noon 1:30 pm 

Shelter Weds-Sat nights, arrive 9-10 pm: mats, blankets, often food. Space for 25-35. 


SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 2695 Quadra St 250-386-8521 
Monday Friday, 9 am - 3:30 pm Emergency food hampers, clothing & small house 
wares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 

SIKH TEMPLE 

1210 Topaz Avenue, Victoria, V8T 2N1: (towards summit park), enter right side door 


250-383-5443 Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 
1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 1S2 Phone: 383-1951, office 383-1951 
Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 250-383 7169 
Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 


Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 


VICTORIA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca. 


Breakfast Club 
First Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 


Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew's Hall, 8-10 am 
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Housing Resources 


No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 


Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 250-384-3396 
Streetlink 1634 Store Street, 250-383-1951 

Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 250-480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 250-213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 250-812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 250-386-8282 

Hill House - Women with children 250-479-3963 

Sooke Transition House 250-642-2591 Women with or without children 
Vic. Women's Transition House 250-385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 
Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 250-386-7291 Women & kids 
Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 250-382-1004 
Margaret Laurence House 250-995-0058 Women &kids escaping abuse 


Low Cost Monthly Rentals 


Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 250-381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 250-386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 250-385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 250-383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 250-385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 250-386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 
Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 250-708-2064 


Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 


BC Housing (subsidized - low income families, 55+, or w/disabilities) 
301- 3440 Douglas Street, 250-475-7550 www.bchousing.org 


Burnside Gorge Community Assoc. 250-388-5251 members.shaw.ca/bgca 


Capital. Region Housing (subsidized, low income families, 55+, disabilities) 
623 Fisgard, 250-388-6422 www.crd.bc.ca/housing 


Capital Mental Health Association Satellite Housing Program 250-389-1211 

Housing Registry (subsidized & supported housing) coolaid.org 826 Cormorant 250-356-2548 
M’Akola Housing Society 250-384-1423 

Pacifica Housing Advisory Assoc. (families) 827 Fisgard 250-385-2131 


Pacifica Housing Serv/Downtown Outreach Serv (connects low-income folk w/ housing 
in private sector) 826 Cormorant 250-356-2555 


Pandora Youth Apts 753 Pandora, For 15-19 yrs, Andrea - 250-380-2663 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc. 250-382-2767 www.svdpvictoria.com/services 


Victoria Senior Citizen Housing Society - Please register with the Housing Registry at the 
BC Housing Management Commission: 301-3440 Douglas 250.475.7550 


Helpful Housing Hints 
1. Add your name to the BC Housing list. 
2. Add your name to the Coordinated Housing Registry. 
3. Get the addresses & phone numbers of subsidized or supported housing units from 
the Cool Aid Society, the BGCA, M’Akola, etc. If you find one you like, make friends, 
impress them, ask them to pull your name off the list. They can let you in, but you have 
to be listed with BC Housing first. 


Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 948 View St., 250-383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 250-727-3544 
AIDS Van Island: 713 Johnson St, 3rd Flr, 250-384-2366 ext 2268; AVI Nx 250-896-2849 
Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 250-383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 250-383-7744 (help), 250-383-0415 (office) 
Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 250-385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth): 250-383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 250-477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 250-480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community 

Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 250-386-5100, lallicareclinic.ca 
Men's Trauma Centre: 250-381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 250-480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 250-388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 250-595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 250-384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advive; 250-360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #302-895 Fort St 250-361-3521 

Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 250-384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 
Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 250-213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 250-480-1342 

Victoria Youth Clinics: 547 Michigan St, victoriayouthclinic.ca, 250-388-7841 
Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. 250-386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
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CALLING ALL IS IT ANY WONDER? 
UNI 1 0 1 STUDENTS Is it any wonder that peaceful protests sometimes go awry? 
AND GRADS 


A. special request from a 
Street Newz reader: 


Is it any wonder that SOME, have the integrity to cross our great country 
to walk in peace against the tyranny of government? 


Is it any wonder, after endless petitions and protests, seemingly 
unheard, that SOME, crazy with anger and hunger, resort to violent tactics 
to get some attention from our police state? 


“Could you ask one of your Is it any wonder? 


readers who is participating in 

UVie’s free University 101 and 

102 courses to write an update on the program? | think that this idea of 
offering the poor and homeless access to university level courses a wonderful 
breakthrough.” 


All across our affluent country people are forced to live in streets, beg for 
necessities, lose their dignity passed by with endless government cutbacks 
and unseeing people? 


Is it any wonder, as we see our governments spend billions for their pomp 
and ceremony, AND salaries, passing taxes from the rich to the poor, that 
SOME are going to explode with anger? 


Please know we'd welcome your writings, thoughts, ponderings, insights, 
poetry, creativity. Write to us at StreetNewz@islandnet.com. 


Is it any wonder, as the answers seem to be more police, more emergency 
services instead of housing and treatment, that SOME return violence with 
violence? That SOME turn to drugs to mask their pain and shame? 


Is it any wonder that corporations run our governments? WE are the 
consumers that keep them in business. 


WHEN WILL WE ALL WAKE UP? 


Joyanna 


THIS IS WHAT 
BD) =i) [OlC) a va\On O10) Comm C= 


T a as ive. = T Afghanistan Watch - from Don Startin 
AP ie pan Toe oa un É y ‘ The people of the maple leaf watch grimly as the game of I.U.D. hopscotch claims 
Saute, aie oc: ¢ one after another of our long suffering soldiers. We all hope that our leaders in 
Ottawa will stick to the present timetable and end our military participation in a 
police action against an enemy N.A.T.O. probably can’t defeat. We can devoutly 
hope that when N.A.T.O. finally withdraws that the puppet regime under President 
Karzai or his successor can maintain the few vestiges of progress that have been 
made, the most important of which is a measure of emancipation for women 
in the large centers. In the meantime corruption, warlordism, the heroine trade, 
horrendous underemployment, and other ills shackle the Afghans to their failed 
State. 





É Readers wishing to gain an insight into the situation there are encouraged to read A 
Woman Among Warlords by Malalai Joya, the bravest woman in Afghanistan. The 
saddest page lists the women who have been assassinated for speaking out against 


Paw . ee Pad ll ‘ Ez - $ 
IN STEPHEN HARPER'S | 
the abysmal record of the present regime. Folks who still pray are asked to keep 
C A N A D A Malalai in their prayers. There have been four attempts on her life. Her book tells it 
as it is, not as our embedded correspondents would have us believe. 
Warning, my next recommended read is DRY! I stumbled on it in my apartment 
° Viol vis block’s bookshelf where my fellow residents put dull books, but it is a gem 
Well Qi led IENCE Can Oy DS Il because at explains how decisions on defence and foreign affairs get made and how 
concealed byalie, | the politicians and senior mandarins trim the sails of policy to the whims of the 
and the lie can only | voters. The book is The Unexpected War, 


be maintained by Canada in Kandahar by Janice Gross Stein and Eugene Lang. As I read it I keep 
violence. humming the refrain of a wonderful old military drinking song, 





For oil We toil for oil now trouble. 
What will it take to burst our bubble? 
Will We ever overcome our greed? 


Get to basics supply only our need. Aleksandr We never falter, we never fall; 


Solzhenitsyn We sober up on wood alcohol! 





Big money men now shaking their head. 
While birds, fish, and mammals all wind up dead. 


Now We are crying looking at our disaster. Got a bee Kootenay Survival 

The medias buzzing with Theoretical plaster. i Camp Formin 

This not the first spill but maybe the last in | p 6 

One would think Wed learn from our past. our _ M We are seeking those who wish to come 

The plague of humans reaching its peak. : | | and assist in the building of our mountain 
} : } k? home. Cabins, gardens, wood, root cellar 

wine ae pan We UE TEE Wg MOE Weise bonn et? | i to build, and the restoration of the old 

We sacrifice all and every ones health. i | homestead house on 160 Acres of remote 

For nothing more than a fal$e profit$ wealth. Write it ~ z^ land which is easily accessed in summer. 

With all the Queens horses and all the Queens men. rive | up T = In the winter, we shall skidoo in. 

Can We ever clean up the beaches again? and send it to io e We are 45 minutes from Trail, West 

Who’ in the right? whos in the wrong? streetnewz@ =9 roa | 

The blame game is the same old song. islandnet.com — I remember the brutality of the street life 


The oil men their hands now Soiled. eer POA Pe TeMCeROn a 


Our path to the future is now well oiled. 
Ronald-Gilbert:Boroski 06/08/2010 


or drop it off in 
our mailbox Elizabeth at kaptianeliza@ gmail.com. 


If anyone is interested they can write to 
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Got a minute for a Street Newz survey? 


Go to our website - relativenewz.ca - or 
www. surveymonkey.com/s/D38NWBQ 


Christina Nikolic 
The 


goOr ani C 250-216-3733 
| G ardener’ S 


menn Pantry 


amen eian fat ‘ota and soil 


were’ Hy Sy 


www.gardenerspantry.ca info@gardenerspantry.ca 


Hypnotherapy Can Help 


> Relax more deeply 
> Become healthier 
> Relieve pain 


> Overcome barriers to 
personal happiness 


> Achieve your 


highest potential Kurt Lenfesty 


250.884.9633 
Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Hot Stone Massage 
Foot Reflexology 

email: Kurt@LeafStone.ca 
www.LeafStone.ca 


Fast Effective Enduring Change 


Give yourself peace of mind with 


the right coverage for you. 


Tha largest 100% Canadian 
multiproduct insurer 


cfs the co-operators" 


A Geter Piece ror Yous 


wWestments GMU F ISNS ram Iravi 


\, date the the dump = 


250 857 jun (5865) 


7 days a weeh /measenable w nates / call andrew for Pree estimate 


fu v.u Vic. ca 


Some Street Newz Friends & Supporters! = 


Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon rebuild and 
redistribute internet 
capable computers. 


lp "| tonystrailers.com 
"| (250) 743-9919 


fike fals fr ber Person and Purpose !! 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no income 


For more info call Jim at 
474-3446 


A retail store and 
online shop where you 
can buy clothing, 
healthy edible seeds, 
and natural bodycare 
products. We use 
eco-friendly materials 
such as hemp, bamboo, 
soy, and organic 
cottons. 


Victoria Community 
Health 
Co-operative 


Pe are eee Sea 
HEMP & COMPANY 


1102 GovERNMENT STREET 422 CRAIGFLOWER 
www.HempandCompany.com 


Your premiere source for contemporary sustainable style, 
T) featuring the best in forward-thinking eco-chic fashion. 


nat hion 547 Johnson Street 
LAA www. shiftfashion.ca 


BE THE MEDIA 


independent News, Arts, Music 


250-483-5503 
victoriahealthcooperative.ca 


Victoria, British Columbia 
e-mail: info@bchannelnews.tv 


iid W WW.BCHANNELNEWS.TV 


FOR SALE Magnetic decals 3 1/2” x 8” 
$2.00 each or 10 for $15.00, plus mailing 


To order and receive details to promote 
the campaign send email to 
rstoller@shaw.ca or narayana@telus.net 
Order cheaper in larger quantities from 
clay@donnellycolt.com (860) 455-9621 
jne Dieter at 
Eisenhawer Organic Produce 
in Metchosin 
250-474-7161 or 
deisenhawer@pacificcoast.net 


LET US DEMAND OUR GOVERNMENT 
ENGAGE OUR TROOPS IN 
PEACEMAKING, PEACEKEEPING, 
AND OTHER HUMANITARIAN WORK! 





The Street Newz Vendor Team; fe 


at 250-336- 
5363 or visit 
| € j him at his 
d ! r ta à = - “office” near 
Bernie Bill Craig Debbie Doug Evelyn forton Douglas 
Beacon Hill tovt St. Hillside/Shelbourne Yates London Drugs Quadra Fairway Library 


i d A i 
Ken Richard Rose Shirley 
Cook St. Village Douglas © Yates Fort St. Gov't St. James Bay rity $ 


Thanks! to everyone ya 


whos helping send Rose to | REMAMAMAN |. SAE A 
Chicago for the big NASNA | ityeg |f Victoria -i Vendors pay50 
conference, and for all the ference | SEF Street Newz. 
: and pass zo 
various ways you support PT ` Whatever you give 


this Street Newz project!!! | BEA: i 
hands. cS 





May Jë July r SS z= = =z =z = = = 


aa 1 Subscriptions help sustain us! 


Paper Sales (fram previous mthi 279.00 20.00 700.00 


Donations 180.00 196.00 0.00 
Gifts (ind in-kind) &D.00 700,00 100,00 | Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): | 
Subscriptions 55.00 0.00 70.00 ; i ; : ; 
Eread & Roses Donation to SNZ 800.00 800.00 800.00 $20 $35 $20 $40 $50 
Total Street Newz Revenue 1833,79 170834 1606,20 l V 

olume Subscriptions | 
rent News Expenses for your Mients/ustomers/ofh ce: 
Salari 800.00 800.00 800.00 
a Printing Gosts 453.60 453.60 45360 l 5 copies/mth for $1 75/yr: 10 copies/mth for $300/yr l 
Vendor Mè#liig 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Office expensesiwebsite 0.00 0.00 64.00 Just a Donation l 
Postage ett era E 610 825. 50 75 $100 $200 other 
Ti! Sireet Newz Expenses =" 1338.79" 1310.34" 1376.20 Name: l 
Siroo Wows 295,00 398,00 230,00 ame. 
Bread & Roses Revenue | Address: | 
Grants (hurray!) 10000.00 0.00 0.00 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 0.00 | City: [ 
Bread & Roses Expenses P i RA 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1} 45,00 40,50 45,00 | Province/State: Postal/Zip: | 
Street Newz Donation £00.00 #00 .00 £00.00 Phone/ email: 
Tt Bread & Roses Expenses " 845.00" 84050” 845.00 | 
Bread & Roses | 9155.00) 200.60) -845.00 Please return to Victoria Street Newz 


Consolidated TU (SNZ + B&R} 9450.00) 442.50) -615.00 | 1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 3P6 Thanks! | 
Rose fo Chicago Fund OOO EUOG 900.00 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 10570.50 10437.22 9040.74 b em =m am ome ë ome ë eme ë oma ë oe l 


